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•Swan Lake, choreography by Ib Anderson after Marius Petipa

•As We Journey Through, choreography by Ashley Lindsey

•Little Mortal Jump, choreography by Alejandro Cerrudo

•Who Cares? choreography by George Balanchine

•Lickity Split, choreography by Alejandro Cerrudo



Ashley Lindsey
Choreographer,

As We Journey Through

A choreographer is a 
person who creates the 
movement for a ballet. 



George Balanchine
Choreographer,

Who Cares?

George Balanchine is 
known as “The father of 

American ballet.”



George Gershwin
Composer,

Who Cares?

George Gershwin is an American composer and pianist whose 
compositions spanned both popular and classical genres.

Among his best-known works are the orchestral compositions 
Rhapsody in Blue (1924) and An American in Paris (1928), the songs 
Swanee (1919) and Fascinating Rhythm (1924), the jazz standard I Got 
Rhythm (1930), and the opera Porgy and Bess (1935) which spawned 
the hit Summertime.

Gershwin studied piano under Charles Hambitzer and composition with 
Rubin Goldmark, Henry Cowell, and Joseph Brody. He began his career 
as a song plugger, but soon started composing Broadway theater works 
with his brother Ira Gershwin and with Buddy G. DeSylva. He composed 
An American in Paris, then returned to New York City and wrote Porgy 
and Bess with Ira and DuBose Heyward. Initially a commercial failure, it 
came to be considered one of the most important American operas of 
the twentieth century and an American cultural classic.

Gershwin moved to Hollywood and composed numerous film scores. 
His compositions have been adapted for use in film and television, with 
several becoming jazz standards recorded and covered in many 
variations.
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Ballet students often aim to gain positions 
performing for a professional company. When 
hiring new dancers, directors look for excellent 
technique, physique and stage presence. Once 
a contract has been obtained, classes, shoes, 

tights and costumes are additionally provided. 
A professional dancer’s hours are regulated, 

but the day can be long and tiring. Promotion 
through the ranks of the corps de ballet, 

soloist, to principal dancer can happen over 
the course of a dancer’s career but are not 

guaranteed. 

Those who have a talent for creating dances 
may wish to become choreographers. Training 

for a choreographer is less structured than 
training for other careers in ballet. Many 

would-be choreographers join companies as 
dancers and then hope to obtain a creative 

opportunity within that company. Others may 
form their own company with a group of 

committed dancers. They will then fundraise in 
order to advertise and perform their work to 

the public. 

Social media managers are responsible for all 
internal and external marketing materials, 

ensuring brand consistency across the 
organization and communications. The 

position serves as an organizations storyteller. 
The role creates content for social media 

feeds, to include videos, posts, hashtags, e-
mail campaigns and more. Creativity is key in 

this position. They manage the creation of 
design concepts and implement them through 

communication campaigns. 

A set designer designs the scenery for a 
performance in the theater.  They must work 

to take the concept of a production and 
develop those ideas into physical surroundings 
in which the dancing will take place..  Scenery, 

especially in a large production such as The 
Nutcracker, must often be changed as the 

show progresses.  A set designer needs to take 
this into consideration to create sets that are 
movable throughout the duration of a show.

A costume designer creates new costumes for 
the dancers.  They must not only have an eye 

for design, but also an understanding of 
creating dancewear which allows for freedom 
of movement.  A costume designer must work 
closely with the choreographer to determine 

their vision of the piece and produce costumes 
that compliment their ideas.  They need strong 
artistic skills as well as technical skills such as 

pattern making, sewing, and garment 
construction.

Most theater and dance companies have a 
full-time stage manager.  The stage manager is 
responsible for creating cue sheets and calling 
all cues (lights, audio, rail, automation). They 
are also responsible for preparing rehearsal 

and performance reports. In addition to 
performance needs, stage managers may also 
manage the dancer’s needs such as schedules, 

working conditions, special events, and 
monitoring contract adherence. Time 

management, organization, and the ability to 
oversee multiple projects at once are very 

important skills for a stage manager. 



Designed for small groups (10-30) who are studying dance or are interested in 

preparations before a performance.

Behind the Scenes Tours last one hour and cost $10 per person + tax for a 

minimum of 10 people.  For CMS Title 1 schools, the cost is $7 per person + tax. 

Tours can be booked in the weeks leading up to each of Charlotte Ballet’s 

performances:

COME TO LIFE | February 20-23, 2024

SWAN LAKE | April 22-26, 2024

BOOK YOUR TOUR TODAY!

For reservations, contact Jennifer Domini, Education Manager

jdomini@charlotteballet.org

704.414.2767

• Tour Charlotte Ballet’s magnificent Center for Dance location 

uptown

• See the costume shop and learn about the costuming process 

from wardrobe staff

• Take a sneak peek at rehearsals with professional dancers and 

choreographers


